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A Children’s Overture, Op. 17
Roger Quilter (1877-1953)

Dedicated simply “To my brother Percy”, this overture consists of a collection of old
favourite tunes, skilfully strung together by Roger Quilter, one of our lesser-known
English composers.

Nutcracker Suite No. 1, Op. 71a
Piotr Ilych Tchaikovsky (1848-93)

I Miniature Overture
I Characteristic Dances:
e March

e Dance of the Sugar-Plum Iairy
o Russian Dance: Trepak
o Arabian Dance
e (Chinese Dance
e Dance of the Reed-Pipes
i Waltz of the Flowers

“The Nutcracker” was the last of Tchaikovsky’s three ballets and was first performed
on 18" December 1892.

The story takes place on Christmas Eve at the home of a nineteenth-century German
family. Clara, the daughter of the house, is given a wooden nutcracker in the shape of a
gnome. At midnight, after the guests have departed, he comes to life, and, leading an
army of tin soldiers, takes part in a battle with the King of the Mice and his battalions.
Clara is woken by the noise and ends up killing the Mouse King by throwing her
slipper at him. This heroic deed breaks a magic spell and the nutcracker turns into a
handsome prince who then escorts Clara to the Kingdom of Sweets where many
celebrations are held in honour of Clara.

Although the Ballet did not do well in its first performances (many people, including
Tchaikovsky, thought it rather boring), the music was instantly successful and showed
the composers talent for elegance and humour. The overture is appropriately
“miniature”, in that most of the ballet’s leading characters are themselves small in size,
and all most of the large instruments in the orchestra, including the cellos, don’t take
part. The march is for children at the party; the Dance of the Sugar-Plum Fairy, the
main ballerina in the work, makes use of the celesta which had only just been patented,
the Arabian Dance represents coffee and the Chinese Dance tea.

INTERVAL

Dolly Suite, Op. 56
Gabriel Faure (1845-1924)

IE Berceuse

Vij Mi-a-ou

ur Le jardin de Dolly
Vid Kitty-Valse

Vv Tendresse

174 Le pas Espagnol

Originally a piano duet (and later orchestrated by Henri Rabaud), this suite is written in
Faure’s typically relaxed and flowing style, including some impressions of a playful
pussycat. The theme from the first movement was made famous on the radio as the
introduction to “Listen with Mother”, but the suite finishes in an energetic manner with
a Spanish Dance.

Toy Symphony
Leopold Mozart (1719-87)

I Allegro
i Menuetto
I Finale (Allegro moderato-Allegro vivace-Presto)

This is a very simple symphony which gets its name from the unusual solo instruments
it employs. It is often credited to Joseph Haydn but is now known to be part of a
longer work by Leopold Mozart (whose son went on to become quite a famous
composer in his own right), while the toy instruments were probably added by Michael
Haydn (Joseph’s less famous brother). As well as toy trumpets and drums, several bird
calls are featured, including nightingale, quail and one that must have escaped from a
clock!
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Beethoven: Symphony No.7
Handel: Organ Concerto
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